THE^MPIRE OF  INDIA
extraordinary frequency.   Aliens by race they remained alienated from the Hindus by the exclusiveness of their religion.   Sympathy in these circumstances could hardly be expected, and there is much to show that the government was generally cruel and tyrannical,   In the prose-/lotion of never-ceasing wars, for the upkeep of brilliant ioliits, and for the construction of splendid monuments, -money was required: the ancient Hindu system , under which taxes were rendered in grain or in labour, would not serve these purposes: it was broken up : the land revenue was made payable in silver, and in amounts which were enhanced until they left the cultivators but the merest pittance.   According to an oft-quoted dictum of a Mohammedan lawyer, a cultivator had no right to expect more from his land than food for himself and his family, and seed grain for the following year: the rest of his produce he owed to the State.   This was tantamount to an assertion of State ownership, and so imfovex*
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ished did the people become under the exactions of the Government that there remained in them no spirit for resistance or even for complaint. As by Imperial Rome, so by these Mohammedan dynasties, it was realised, consciously or unconsciously, that political discontent is starved by poverty, and that a subject people may be -taxed into apathy if not into contentment. Architects wjll not consider that they wasted their revenues. They f0und India singularly lacking in public buildings. They introduced from Byzantine Asia the dome, the pointed arch, the minaret, and the simplicity of outline which became characteristic of Saracenic architecture ; and they erected palaces, tombs and mosques that are amongst the finest monuments of the world. The Hindu workmen whom they employed were permitted in some cases to graft upon Saracenic outlines details that were conceived in the more ornate spirit of Hindu art: they embellished the arch with curves or scollops, or
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